Merit Badge | nstructions

When you start as a Boy Scout, you first want ttufoon achieving the ranks of Tenderfoot, Secord<;land
First Class. You may want to look at the Merit Besl that are available in Scouting, though theyate
required until Star rank. Your Boy Scout Handbaskslall of the Merit Badges on pages 188-191. Wjan
are ready to begin working on a Merit Badge, follinese steps:

Choose a Merit Badge

Look at the requirements for the Merit Badge and
determine that they are age appropriate and thatguold
earn that Badge within a year, a required timefrtorsay
within. All merit badges must be completed within one
year of the start date. You can find the requirements in
the Boy Scout Requirements book (pictured at righth
the Merit Badge pamphlet (pictured at right for the [
Cycling Merit Badge — each pamphlet is specifithi Boy Scout Requirements
individual Merit Badge). The Boy Scout Requirensent
book and the Merit Badge pamphlets can be purchatsed
the Scout Shop, or online watvw.scoutstuff.org You can
also check to see if the Troop 1 Library has theitVe
Badge pamphlet which you can borrow. See the Tloop
Librarian for further information on the Troop 1bktary.

e e RSeS|
(&)
‘Qﬁ’ ) CYCLING

Meri Bédge ampﬁiét

Register with the Advancement Chair

If you want to begin working on a Merit Badge odésthe regular Troop 1 meeting you must contact the
Advancement Chair at a troop meeting or send arl éonsign up for a Merit Badge. Be sure to inclyaeir
name, phone number, the date, the name of the Bladige.

Blue Card
Before beginning work on your Merit Badge, you must

make sure that the Advancement Chair has issued a i1 e sance
Blue Card (pictured at right) to you and you hame a il e
authorization signature. You may pick up your Meri |||§ sl
Badge Blue Card at the next meeting. The e [ _——
Advancement Chair will record the start date of the EEVESARSE |'f§ i
Merit Badge. Check to make sure that the Blue @ard wwomy, [} NS e
completely filled out. Merit Badge Blue Card

Merit Badge Counselor

A listing of Merit Badge Counselors for Troop lieated on the Troop 1 bulletin board. A listingadflitional District
Merit Badge Counselor's may be obtained from Trib@poMerit Badge Coordinator. Write the Merit Badgeunselor’'s
name on the Blue Card.

Merit Badge Pamphlet

Obtain the Merit Badge pamphlet from the Troopbtdry, check it out from the public library, or

purchase it at the Scout Shop or online if you wigdéad the pamphlet before starting your Merit Badigwill have the
information you need in order to earn the Badgesiie that you know when you need to talk to yoouriselor before
working on a requirement, such as some of the $tegsamily Life Merit Badge.



Contact Merit Badge Counselor

Always contact your Merit Badge Counselor befora gtart work on your Merit Badge. If you have gimst about how
to show that you have met certain requirements aad¢hose for the Climbing, Water Skiing, or Carggiferit Badges,
or if any of the requirements for the Merit Badgk you to check with your Counselor first, suchnaeny of the
requirements for the Family Life Merit Badge, caritdne Merit Badge Counselor.

Merit Badge Classes

Merit Badge classes are taught on a 6 week cyfdeing at least one “non-Eagle” required Merit Badmd one “Eagle”
Required Merit Badge. Prior to attending classi gast have a Blue Card (pictured above) issuatidydvancement
Chair with an authorization signature. Blue camilsbe maintained by the Merit Badge Counselorilwampletion of
the class.

Recording of Merit Badge Blue Cards
Upon completion of Merit Badge the Merit Badge Cseior will “sign off” on Blue Cards. The Merit Bgd Counselor
will give all completed and incomplete Blue Cardshie Advancement Chair for recording.

Blue Cards of incomplete merit badges will therglwen back to the Scout and mustdoenpleted within one year of the
start date. Blue Cards of completed merit badges will be gitethe Scout to get the signature of the Scoutnasnd
then returned to the Advancement Chair for recgrdiRecognition of completed merit badges will béha Court of
Honor.

Meet with Your Merit Badge Counselor

When you have fulfilled the requirements for therBadge, contact your Counselor to set up an imppent to show
that you have completed the requirements and learaed about the subject. For some Merit Badgissirtay require
several meetings. Make arrangements to meet imadwso that the Counselor can make time to mebtywit. Your
Merit Badge Counselor may be able to come earbtay late at a Scout meeting, or you may arrangeeiet elsewhere.
Remember, you must always have another Scout oit Adattendance.

Obtain Merit Badge Counselor’s Signature

The Merit Badge Counselor will sign the Blue Casddach requirement that you have completed. W
all of the requirements have been completed an8line Card signed for each, he / she will signBhee
Card in two places.

Obtain Scoutmaster’s Signature
Your next step is to have the Scoutmaster sign Btug Card.

Submit Blue Card at Least One Week before Court of  Honor

Return all three parts of the Blue Card to the Aabeanent Chair! If you submit the
Blue Card at least one week prior to the Court @fét, you will receive your Merit
Badge at the next Court of Honor.

When your Merit Badge is presented to you at therCaf Honor, it will be stapled to a
green Merit Badge card and accompanied bysenton of your Blue Card.

Safe Keeping of Merit Badge & Rank Advancement Card s

Keep your green and Blue Cards in your Eagle Bdbis Eagle Book is required at your Eagle Scouterast
Conference and Board of Review. Use plastic baketal pages to keep your Merit Badge Blue Cardsal
with the green Merit Badge card presented to yaheaCourt of Honor. This is also the place togkde Rank
Advancement Cards that you receive. Purchase aigdainder so that you can also keep photos, tepor
written work that you have completed.
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