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Troop 1 Beatty’s Cabin Backpacking Trip
When: DEPART - Meet at the church at 8:15 AM, depart by 8:30 AM
EITHER: Friday, June 12 OR Saturday, June 13

RETURN

EITHER: 6:00 PM, Sunday, June 14 OR Monday, June 15
Where: Beatty’s Cabin area on the Pecos River, Santa Fe National Forest, Pecos Wilderness

Driving Directions: Follow Interstate 25 north past Santa Fe and exit towards the town of Pecos located east of Santa Fe. Drive north on paved NM 63 about 18 miles towards Cowles. Past the town of Terrero the road gets narrower and a bit rougher. Watch for the sign and turn right on forest road 223 (rough looking dirt road) and follow the signs and a dirt road to Iron Gate Campground and the Trailhead. Road information can be obtained from the local Ranger District at (505) 757-6121. Approximately 2.5 hours, 100 miles one way.
Trail Description: From the Iron Gate trailhead (9,350 ft) to Beatty's Cabin or Beatty’s Flats (about 9,350 ft) is about 5.5 miles. The trail leaves Iron Gate Campground, climbing slowly to the East and then turning more North as it follows the ridge line. The climb takes you up the tree covered ridge and at about 2 miles you reach the top of the climb (10,120 ft) as the area opens into fields of Iris and other wildflowers. You now follow a slowly declining trail along the Hamilton Mesa. At about 4 miles the trail begins descending to the bridge at the Pecos River and Beatty’s Flats (there is no cabin any more). Overuse has resulted in some restrictions in camping but there is a small spot just north of the junction of the two rivers and beyond a stock drift fence. The 50 foot distance for campsites and one existing fire pit for this small area are observed and enforced.
What to do: The area has two crystal-clear trout streams: the Rito Del Padre and the upper Pecos River.  Bring your fishing gear if you like, but age 12 and over must have a valid NM fishing license and follow all NM fishing regulations. The Pecos Falls are on up the Pecos River about four miles, and would make a good day hike on Sunday.
Food: Eat a good breakfast before meeting Saturday morning. Each individual should bring his/her own food for lunch on Saturday at the trail head, and food to leave in the cars for snack/dinner on the way back (that will help keep our packs lighter). Everyone should plan the remaining meals in groups of 2 (or at most 3) Scouts or adults. For those returning Sunday, that means dinner on Saturday and breakfast and lunch on Sunday. For those returning Monday, that means dinner on Saturday, breakfast, lunch, and dinner on Sunday, and breakfast and lunch on Monday.
Weather: We will be backpacking and camping between 9,000 and 10,000 feet in June. Be prepared for any kind of weather - cold or warm, clear or rain/snow/hail. Bring rain gear and dress accordingly.

Equipment: Scouts will need to have their own backpacks, light weight sleeping bags and pads, personal mess kits, and hiking shoes or boots (see below for a full recommended list of equipment).  Two individuals should share a lightweight tent, stove, and cooking pots, and should plan and cook all of the meals from dinner Saturday until they return to the trailhead on the way out. A water filtration pump and or tablets can be shared between groups of 4 to 6 individuals. Scouts are responsible for providing their own equipment. 

Scouts who plan to go on the backpacking trip should bring their loaded backpacks to the regular Troop meeting on Tuesday, June 9th for fit, weight, and load checks.
Itinerary: 
Departure Day (Friday, June 12, OR Saturday, June 13)
8:30 AM
Depart Scout hut

11:00 AM
Arrive at trailhead and eat lunch
12:00 PM
Hit the trail

3:30/4:00 PM
Arrive at the Beatty’s Cabin area and set up camp
Evening
Fish and enjoy the area
In-Camp Day (Saturday, June 13, OR Sunday, June 14)

10:00 AM
Hike to Pecos Falls (bring a daypack if you can)

12:30/1:00 PM
Arrive at the Pecos Falls area and eat lunch, play

2:30 PM
Leave Pecos Falls for camp

5:00 PM
Arrive back at camp for dinner, fishing

Return Day (Sunday, June 14, OR Monday, June 15)

11:00 PM
Eat lunch in camp

12:00 PM
Leave camp for Iron Gate Trailhead

3:30 PM
Arrive back at Iron Gate Trailhead, eat dinner/snacks

6:00 PM
Arrive back at Scout hut
Backpacking Equipment Recommendations:

Personal Gear




Crew (Shared) Gear
- Backpack





- Backpacking Tent
- Backpacking sleeping bag



- Backpacking Stove and fuel
- Sleeping Pad





- Cooking Pot, Pot grabber, utensils, 
- Plate/bowl, spoon, mug (plastic or metal)

- Plastic trash bag

 -Headlamp or light weight flashlight


- Toilet paper and trowel
- Matches or lighter




- Biodegradable soap & pot scrubber
- Water bottle 





- Water purification pump or tablets
- Pocket knife 





- GPS (optional)

- Trail snacks
- Whistle, compass
- Toothbrush, toothpaste
- Bandana and/or hand towel
- Camera (take pictures for your Eagle Book!)

Clothes

- Rain gear: poncho, or jacket and pants

- Windbreaker warm jacket

- Hiking shoes or boots

- Sunglasses

- Sunscreen

- Socks (2 pair) wool or synthetic
- Long pants

- Undershirts (1 or 2) 

- Underwear (1 or 2) 

- Long sleeve shirt (1)
- Long underwear top and bottom

- Warm stocking cap

- Sun hat

